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The Church has always desired to provide with praiseworthy concern, and in a manner suited to the 
various needs, for the spiritual care of military people.  They constitute, as a matter of fact, a 
particular social body, and "...because of the special conditions of their way of life,..."1 

 
 whether they belong permanently to the armed forces by virtue of voluntary enrollment, or are called 
up temporarily by law, they have need of a concrete and specific form of pastoral assistance.  With 
the passage of time, the bishops, and especially the Holy Father himself, mindful of their role of 
service of "diakonia" 2 
 

 have made provision, in individual cases, in the best possible way, for a jurisdictional structure 
which would best correspond with the persons and circumstances involved.  Thus, little by little, 
ecclesiastical structures were set up in individual countries and in each case a prelate was placed in 
 charge and endowed with the necessary faculties 3 

 
The Sacred Consistorial Congregation issued wise norms in this matter with the Instruction  
Sollemne Semper of 23 April 1951. 4  
 

Now, however, it must be said that the time has come to revise these norms so that they may have a  
greater impetus and efficacy.  Leading to this, above all, is the Second Vatican Council which opened 
the way to bringing about most suitable particular pastoral initiatives 5 and gave close attention to the 
role of the Church in the world today, especially in all that regards the promotion of peace 
throughout the whole world.  
 
In this context, those who give military service must be considered "ministers of the security and 
freedom of people," and indeed, "if they carry out their duties properly, they also truly contribute to 
stabilizing peace." 6 
 

This new step forward is also made advisable by the major changes which have come about not alone 
as regards the military profession and way of life, but also in the popular understanding in society 
today of the nature and duties of the armed forces in relation to the reality of human living.  Finally, 
the promulgation of the new Code of Canon Law also demands this new move.  The Code, indeed, 
leaves unchanged the existing norms referring to the pastoral care of military personnel,7 

but it is nevertheless opportune to review the situation today so that more abundant fruits may  
be drawn from them, balanced and adequate as they are in their content.  
 
Norms of this kind, it is true, cannot be identical for all countries since neither absolutely nor 
relatively speaking is there an equal number of Catholics involved in military service, and the 
circumstances differ from place to place.  
 
It is opportune then that certain general norms be established which will be valid for all Military 
Ordinariates - formerly called Army Vicariates - to be later supplemented, in the context of the same 
general law, by statutes issued by the Holy See for each Ordinariate.  
 



Norms 
The following norms are therefore established:  
 
I: 
Par. 1.  The Military Ordinariates, which may also be called Army Ordinariates, and are juridically  
comparable to diocese, are special ecclesiastical territories, governed by proper statutes issued by the 
Apostolic See, in which will be determined in greater detail the prescriptions of the present 
constitution; agreements between the Holy See and various States are, where they exist, still valid.8 
 

Par. 2.  Where circumstances warrant it, after consultation with the Episcopal Conferences 
concerned, the Apostolic See will erect new Military Ordinariates.  
 
II: 
Par. 1.  In charge of a Military Ordinariate is placed an Ordinary as its proper authority: he will 
normally be a bishop, enjoying all the rights and being bound by the obligations of diocesan bishops, 
unless the nature of things or particular statutes require otherwise.  
 
Par. 2.  The Supreme Pontiff freely nominates the Military Ordinary, or institutes or confirms the 
candidate legitimately designated. 9 
 

Par. 3.  In order that he may apply himself fully to this special pastoral mission, the Military Ordinary 
will normally be free of other duties which involve care of souls, unless the particular needs of a 
country require otherwise.  
 
Par. 4.  Between the Military Ordinary and the other local Churches, there should be a close bond of  
communion and the coordination of forces in pastoral action.  
 
III: 
The Military Ordinary belongs by right to the Episcopal Conference of the country in which the 
Ordinariate is situated.  
 
IV: 
The jurisdiction of the Military Ordinary is:  
 
1.  Personal, in such manner that it can be exercised in regard to the persons who form part of the  
Ordinariate, even if at times they are beyond the national boundaries;  
 
2.  Ordinary, both in the internal and external forums;  
 
3.  Proper, but additional to the jurisdiction of the diocesan bishop, because the persons belonging to 
the Ordinariate do not cease to be the faithful of that local Church of which they are members by 
reason of domicile or rite;  
 
V: 
The areas and places reserved to military personnel fall firstly and chiefly under the jurisdiction of 
the Military Ordinariate; but, also, in a secondary way under that of the diocesan bishop, whenever, 
that is, the Military Ordinary and his chaplains are not present: in such a case both the diocesan 
bishop and the parish priest act in their own right.  
 



VI: 
Par. 1.  Besides those considered in paragraphs 3 and 4 below, the presbyterate of the Army 
Ordinariate is formed by those priests, both secular and religious, who, endowed with the necessary 
gifts for carrying out fruitfully this special pastoral ministry and with the consent of their own 
Ordinary, give service in the Military Ordinariate.  
 
Par. 2.  Diocesan bishops and the competent religious superiors should give the Army Ordinariate an 
adequate number of priests and deacons suitable for this mission.  
 
Par. 3.  The Military Ordinariate can with the approval of the Holy See erect a seminary and promote 
its alumni to holy orders in the Ordinariate once they have completed the specific spiritual and 
pastoral formation.  
 
Par. 4.  Other clerics also may be incardinated, according to the norm of law, into the Army 
Ordinariate.  
 
Par. 5.  The council of priests should have its own statutes, approved by the Ordinary, taking into 
account the norms issued by the Episcopal Conference. 10 
 

VII: 
In the sphere assigned to them and to regard to the persons committed to their care, priests who are 
appointed as chaplains in the Ordinariate, enjoy the rights and are bound to the duties of parish 
priests, unless the nature of things or particular statutes dictate otherwise: cumulatively, however, 
with the parish priest of the place, as in Article IV above.  
 
VIII: 
As regards religious and members of societies of apostolic life who give service in the Ordinariate, 
the Ordinary should concern himself to see that they persevere in their fidelity to their vocation and 
the charism of their own Institute, and maintain close relations with their superiors.  
 
IX: 
Since all the faithful ought to cooperate in building up the Body of Christ, 11 the Ordinary and his 
presbyterate should be concerned that the faithful laity of the Ordinariate, both on the personal level 
and working together, play their part as an apostolic leaven, and also as a missionary force among 
their fellow soldiers with whom they live.  
 
X: 
Besides those indicated in the statutes, according to Article I, the following belong to the Military  
Ordinariate, and come under its jurisdiction:  
 
Par. 1.  The faithful who are military persons, as well as those who are at the service of the armed 
forces provided that they are bound to this by civil laws;  
 
Par. 2.  All the members of their families, wives and children, even those who, though independent, 
live in the same house, as well as relatives and servants who also live with them in the same house;  
 
Par. 3.  Those who attend military training schools, or who live or work in military hospitals, 
hospices for the elderly, or similar institutions; 
  



Par. 4.  All the faithful, both men and women, whether or not they are members of a religious 
institute, who carry out in a permanent way a task committed to them by the Military Ordinary, or 
with his consent. 
  
XI: 
The Military Ordinary is subject to the Congregation for Bishops or to the Congregation for the  
Evangelization of Peoples, and deals with the competent departments of the Roman Curia according 
to the diversity of cases.  
 
XII: 
Every five years the Military Ordinary will present a report to the Holy See on the affairs of the 
Ordinariate, according to the prescribed formula.  He is also obliged to make the ad Limina 
 visit as prescribed by law. 12 
 

XIII: 
The following details, among others, shall be determined in special statutes, without prejudice to 
Agreements, where such exist, between the Holy See and particular countries:  
 
1. 
the place where the church of the Army Ordinary and Curia will be set up;  
 
2. 
whether there should be one or more vicars general and what other curial officials should be 
appointed;  
 
 
3. 
whatever refers to the ecclesiastical status of the Army Ordinary and of other priests and deacons 
attached to the Military Ordinariate during their term of office, and at the moment of leaving the 
service, as well as the prescriptions to be safeguarded in regard to their military situation;  
 
4. 
what provision is to be made in the case of vacancy or when the Ordinary is impeded from exercising 
his office;  
 
5. 
whatever needs to be said concerning the pastoral council whether of the whole Ordinariate or of a 
local council, account being taken of the norms of the Code of Canon Law;  
 
6. 
what books are to be kept, whether for the administration of the Sacraments or for personal records  
(Status Animarum), according to universal legislation and the prescriptions of the Episcopal 
Conference.  
 
XIV: 
Regarding the judicial causes of the faithful of the Military Ordinariate, the tribunal of the diocese in 
which the curia of the Military Ordinariate has its seat is competent in the first instance: the appeals 
tribunal will be permanently designated in the statutes.  If the Ordinariate has its own tribunal then 



the appeals will be made to the tribunal which, with the consent of the Holy See, the Army Ordinary 
will have designated in a fixed manner.13 
 

The prescriptions of this Our Constitution will come into force on 21 July of the current year.  The 
norms of particular law will remain in force in so far as they are in accordance with this Apostolic 
Constitution.  The statutes of each Army Ordinariate drawn up in accordance with Art I will have to 
be submitted to the Holy See for examination within a year following the date mentioned. We desire 
that these our dispositions and norms be valid now and, in the future, notwithstanding, should it be 
necessary, Apostolic Constitutions and Ordinances issued by Our Predecessors, or any other 
prescription even those requiring special mention or derogation.  
 
 
Given at Rome, at St Peter's, 21 April of this year 1986, the eight of Our Pontificate.  
Joannes Paulus PP. II  
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